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Here the larger figures to the right are balanced by the many 
smaller figures to the left. Also, Seurat added additional 
"light" to the left. How does this add balance to the painting? 

George Seurat, (French) 1859-1891, Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grand Jatte 
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The monkey and the 
the cat balance each 
other out on either 
side of the woman. 

Freda Khalo, Autorretarto con 
Collre de Espinas y Colibri, 

A design principle that emphasizes 
differences between the art elements. !

For example, a painting may have bright 
colors that contrast with dull colors or 
angular shapes that contrast with 
rounded shapes. !

Sharp contrast draws attention and can 
direct a viewer to a focal point within a 
work of art.!
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Marlene Healey, Sections of my Destiny 
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The principle of design that is concerned with 
dominance; the development of a main idea or 
center of interest (also called focal point) 
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Variety is achieved when the art elements are 
combined in various ways to increase visual interest.  

For instance, an assortment of shapes that are of a 
variety of sizes attracts more attention than an 
assortment of shapes all the same size. 
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This principle refers to the visual quality of 
wholeness or oneness that is achieved through 

effective use of the elements of art and 
principles of design 
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The relationship in size of one 
component (part) of a work of art to 

another 
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When comparing 
the size of the 
objects in the 
composition, you 
see that the 
objects are not 
too large or too 
small for each 
other. They are of 
a realistic size. 

                                                      

                                     

Fernando Botero, A Family 

In this case the artist chose 
to use these "puffed up 
forms" to exaggerate the 
size of the people. By 
showing the figures larger 
than life size, he is 
attempting to celebrate the 
life within, and perhaps to 
mock their role in the 
world. 
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Rhythm refers to a way of utilizing the art 
elements to produce the look and feel of rhythmic 

movement with a visual tempo or beat 
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Movement is the design principle that uses some of 
the elements of art to produce the look of action or 

to cause the viewer’s eye to sweep over the art work 
in a certain manner. 
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Repetition of an element of art (i.e., 
shapes, lines, or colors) to achieve 

decoration or ornamentation. 

                                                                                

This decorative 
wall plaque is a 
great example of 
how an artist 
uses lines and 
shapes to create 
patterns. 

Artist Unknown,Indonesian, Wall Plaque, 
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Would this piece be 
as interesting if the 
artist had used a 
solid background 
rather than this 
patterned one? 

Riffs by Florene 

A way of combining art elements 
so that the same elements are 
used over and over to achieve 
balance and harmony. 



10/25/11 

21 

                                       



10/25/11 

22 


